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Robert S,hepherd ig en}oymg a
career year in the harness racing
bike.

Last year, Shepherd finished

" with 85 wins, a career best, and this

Year is lookinig even better.
*“At the first of the year I was just
joking around saying maybe I'll go

for 200Wins, never thinking I'd get ,
it Shiépherd said from his Dundas, -

Gnt. ‘home recently ‘T'm over 200
wing qheady 1 never imagined, hav—

-ingthe'gear I'm having right now.”

Shepherd comes from humble

'.‘begmmngs

Thé 37-year-old grew up in Strat- -
ford, the-'son of Charlottetown '

“trainer/driver Harold Shepherd.’

" ‘Hepgothislicence to drive horses
before his 19th birthday with his

_ first win coming on Whatthéblazes,
. a mare he owried hiinself. He says |

she was his favourite horse to drive,
“She was so tough. She taught

i me a lot more than any horse I've

drove.” . _
He credits his early lessons to his-

. father, as well -as. Charlottetown
 trdinter Farl Smith, who \gave him
! the drive on Hugh Too, his ﬁrstwm

Robirt Shepherd cradits his father, |
ing as a harness racing driver. Submitted phato

* ning mile fastér than 2:00.

Shepherd decided to see what
racing was like away from the Mar-
itimes and after a brief stay in
Ontario he headed west to Alberta
to work for fellow Islander Bill
Andrew.

Whilein Alberta, he started driv-
ing for other trainers and worked
his way up the ladder.

When The Bruster's regular driv-
er moved away, Shepherd picked up
the drive on the three-year-old colt
and the rest is history.

The_eolt won three out of his
first four races then was second in
his elimination of the Nat Christie
stake at Calgary's Stampede Park.

“The colt came back in the final
later that day and won the $120,000
race.

celebrity in Alberta for a couple of
weeks,” said Shepherd.

In the winter of 2005-06, Shep-
herd made the move to Ontario to
further his career.

“t always wanted to come here-.
{Ontaric). i you want to be the
best, this is where you want to be.”

He started working for, noted
Ontario. trainer.Suzie Kerwood, |

Whlle workmg for Ker W od [he

{

, and trainer Earl Smith for his early train-

. day.”

got to drive the young trotter Lorig
On Ability to a sweep of the Fie Silk

- senes at Toronto 5 Woodbme Race- '

way.
After 'doing some more -catch

drwmg at the smaller "Ontario-

he landed & drive on Tigera-
nia in the $200,000 Dan Patch Invi-
tational at Hoosier Park.

- -He said it was the best hofse he’s .

ever drove. )
“He was ia real nice horse to
drive. I would've done a lot better

-only Roger Mayottes hqrse‘(Esc'ape

The Wind) ran in front of me.”

Still, the blggest thn].l was yet to

come,

In Augﬁst -2006, he’ returned'

home to drive Tough Tuek in the
Gold Cup and Saucer trials, wmnmg

. ‘ .. his elimination race.
“It was a big thrill. I was a -

Tt was ‘amazing {vmmng the

elimination. I could hardiy hold

back from crying in the winmer's cir-
cle. Tt's one of the best fee]mgs Tve
had after winning a race.”

Tough Luck finished sixth in

‘the final but it doesn't deter-Shep-

herd. ‘
“It was the most excntmg race
of nty life. I'd love to win it some

§hepherd says that there is no

4| could hardly hold
- backfrom crying
in the winner's circe. -
It'sone of thee best
“feelings I've had after -
‘winning arace. FF
Robert Shepherd, on driving-

“Tough Luckina Gold Cup
and Saucer trial race’

mam ‘stable he drlves horsés for
whilein Ontario.
‘I drive a litfle for everybody

" . Mostof the time [ just pick the bet-

ter horse and I dont have any bad

“friends.”

An ordmary‘ subrimer week
would find Shepherd. speénding

-Monday, Tuesday, and Friday driv-

ing at Grand River Raceway in
Elimira, Ont., while Wednesday,
Thursday and Sunday would mean

-2 trip 'down the road to Flamboro

Downs. -
Satwrday is'a night dnvmg at
Georgian Downs in Barrie, Ont.

. He recently picked up four wins
at Dundas and was ranked third at
Flamboro in wins (130) and purse’
money ($818 521} gomg mto the
weekend. -

“ always wanted to dnve at the
big times,” s4id Shepherd.
father T wfmted to dr 7
bine or The Meadawlands (New}er— '
sey)-

“Tm not in a rush tojump in
there..You can hurt yoursell by
going.in theré ‘too early and not

‘make it. We'll see where it goes, | hut,

I'm takmg ever in stride right
now.lcant be!leve the year ’'mhav-

m Biiefield

ent




